
The Bishop’s Corner—Happy Advent! 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

 
Happy New Year!  Yes, it’s hard to believe but on December 3rd 
we celebrate the First Sunday of Advent, which is New Year’s 
Day on the Church Calendar.  

Over the last three weeks of the season of Pentecost, the gospel 
lessons pointed to the Coming of the Kingdom of God and pre-
paring to meet our Heavenly Judge.  

With the Parable of the Ten Wise and Foolish Virgins, we were 
reminded about the need to prepare our hearts and minds for the 
coming of the Bride Groom by making sure that we have enough 
oil for our lamps. With the Parable of the Talents, we were re-
minded that the Lord has given us gifts, each according to our 
ability, and our sacred responsibility is to use those gifts to God’s 
glory. With the teaching on the Final Judgment, the King (Jesus) 
divides the sheep from the goats based upon their ministry of 
compassion and love to the least and the lost.  

Of course, these teachings are not meant to be literally under-
stood… will God really only welcome those with oil? Good in-
vestments? Acts of compassion?  I think these lessons, and the 
whole of the Season of Advent, are meant to encourage and 
warn us to prepare our hearts and minds to receive the Savior 
who will also be our Judge. 

During the Season of Advent (the month of December) while 
the world is preparing for Christmas with the welcoming of Ole 
St. Nick or Baby Jesus, we are reminded that the Savior has al-
ready come.  Our response isn’t to live well, give gifts, or act 
kindly to win the favor of a jolly old man or a little baby.  We 
have already won the favor of he who suffered, died, and rose 
again for you and for all who put their faith and trust in God. 
No. We do live well, give gifts, and act kindly in response to 
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December 12—10 am—Rural 
Deans 

December 16—10 am—Diocesan 
Council 

December 22-26—Diocesan     
Office Closed 

January 1-2—Diocesan Office 
Closed 

January 8-12—College of Bishop’s 
Meeting 

January 12-13—ACTS (Catechist 
School) Retreat at St. Anthony  
Retreat, Three Rivers, CA 

January 20—Diocesan Council & 
Standing Committee Visioning  
Retreat 

January 26-27—Equipping the 
Church for Life Symposium, San 
Francisco 

January 27—12:30 pm—Walk for 
Life, San Francisco 
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King Jesus’ Love, King Jesus’ Grace, and King Jesus’ Mercy.  

As we prepare for Christmas, let us open our hearts to the King who has already come, while preparing to meet the 
humble baby born of a virgin. 

I pray you all have a blessed and holy Advent! 

  

 

Transitions 

• Congratulations to Fr. Paul and April Gibbons on the birth of their fourth child – Thomas – born on September 6th.   

• Welcome to Fr. Cameron, Janelle, and children to the Diocese of San Joaquin. Fr. Lemons was installed as Vicar at 
St. Timothy’s, Bishop and Trinity, Lone Pine in October.  

• In October, Deacon Wayne Hinds “officially” retired from Grace, Turlock.  
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The Quantum Kingdom 

By Fr. Jack Estes 

 

The kingdom of heaven has arrived. This is the primary mes-
sage of Jesus found in the Synoptic Gospels, that is Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke. He proclaimed the kingdom through his 
words, and demonstrated the kingdom through his actions. He 
literally brought heaven to earth in person.  
 
What is the kingdom of heaven like? Jesus taught about the 
kingdom through parables - simple stories drawn from the eve-
ryday world. “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed…
like yeast that leavens the bread…like a pearl of great price.” 
These stories describe the qualities and characteristics of the 
kingdom now, present and available on earth in a way that his audience could relate. 
 
If Jesus were here today, what sort of parables would he tell to explain the kingdom? What further insights might be 
gained from the more technologically advanced world in which we live?  A surprising answer comes from an area of 
study known as theoretical physics.  
 
Recently, the Chinese launched a satellite that carried with it an astonishing breakthrough in a phenomenon known as 
quantum communication. It’s a fascinating story from the invisible realm of quantum mechanics. A story drawn from 
the everyday world in which we live, which also renders a contemporary parable of the kingdom of heaven.   
 (Continued on page 3) 
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Quantum is a term most of us have heard of, yet one that re-
mains somewhat mysterious. In the subatomic realm, when 
electrons make a quantum leap from one state of energy to 
another, photons are emitted as a result. This activity takes 
places constantly in the heart of the stars we see at night in 
the heavens, producing the light that winks at us from distant 
galaxies. In essence photons comprise of wave-particles of 
light that beam across the vast distance of space, finally to be 
received by our eyes as we gaze upward. In the process of 
their creation, these photons may become linked together, or 
more properly described - entangled. 
 
Entangled photons share the exact polarized qualities of one 
another. They are joined in such a way that when one is meas-
ured, the other is simultaneously affected. If a quality changes 
in one, the same quality changes in the other at exactly the 
same moment. No matter how much distance may separate 
them. In effect, time ceases to exist.  They share the same 
qualities, they exhibit the same characteristics, in essence they 
have the very same nature. This phenomenon is called quan-
tum communication.  
 
Einstein rejected this idea theory, because in effect it de-
scribes an action that takes place faster than the speed of 
light. He named this idea “spooky action at a distance”, and 
concluded that there must be further unknown factors that would offer an alternative explanation.  
 
Einstein has been proven wrong. 
 
The Chinese have succeeded in separating two entangled photons. One they sent into space on the satellite; the 
other remained in the lab on earth. Any interaction with the photon in space resulted in a corresponding effect to 
the one on earth - instantaneously. Heaven and earth joined in the quantum realm, bypassing Einstein’s theory of 
relativity. It is communication that takes place outside of the boundaries of time and space - like the kingdom of 
God. Herein lies our parable.  
 
The kingdom of heaven is like quantum communication.  Through the incarnation of Jesus Christ, heaven and 
earth are joined together in an instantaneous quantum connection. Like two entangled photons, the life of Christ is 
entangled with the life of God. God the Father in heaven and God the Son on earth share identical qualities, exhib-
it identical characteristics. The very nature of the Father in heaven is made visible in Jesus on earth instantaneously. 
They share the same qualities, they exhibit the same characteristics, in essence they have the very same nature. 
 
The Holy Scripture attests to this fact. Hebrews chapter one states, “He is the radiance of the glory of God and the 
exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power…”1 Jesus declared, “He who has 

(Continued on page 4) 
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seen me, has seen the Father2….I only speak the words I heard the Father speaking….the works I do are not my 
own, it is the Father who does the works through me.3” Jesus is living in a quantum connection with God. This phe-
nomenon is called the quantum kingdom. 
 
The kingdom of heaven is like a group of entangled photons. As the light of God the Father radiates in heaven, it 
immediately shines with equal brightness on earth in Jesus the Son. This light is no longer winking at us across vast 
distances, as if from a star in some far away galaxy, but pulsing in the present moment directly into our hearts and 
souls. When we respond to the light of Christ by faith, a quantum leap occurs. We jump to a different state of ener-
gy, and photons are emitted as a result. God’s light begins to shine through us. 
 
The quantum dynamics of the kingdom bring with them other attributes and benefits. Instantaneous connection 
with the Father means all the resources of heaven are available in the now of earth. Access to the love of God, the 
wisdom of God, the power of God, and the presence of God is constantly leaping across the divide. Indeed, the very 
immediate word that God is speaking for our lives in heaven is heard in the now of the present moment on earth. 
This took place first in Jesus himself; he came to establish the link, then leapt into the lives of all who become entan-
gled with him through faith in his name. This was his mission - the mission of the kingdom - to so entangle the 
hearts of men and women that our lives become instantaneously connected with God.  
 
Living in the quantum kingdom results in our lives become transformed more and more into His image. We begin to 
share in the same qualities and characteristics of Jesus our Lord. What God speaks in heaven, we speak on the earth; 
when God acts, we act - the works of God are done through us. As His light shines out in the heaven, it shines out 
through His people on earth. We embody the kingdom, because we are the body of Christ.  
 
As entangled photons share the same quantum state of being as a whole, so 
too the life of every Christian is entangled with God the Father through 
faith in Jesus the Son - instantaneously connected outside of space and time. 
All who encounter him, all who put their faith in him, share the same quan-
tum state of being.  This is why Paul describes the life of faith as being “in 
Christ”. 
 
Is your life entangled with Jesus Christ? Or are you ensnared in the dark 
matter that comprises the background of the universe? Perhaps, the time 
has come to make a quantum leap of faith and entangle your life in the Son.  
 
The more that theoretical physics delves into the story of God’s creation, 
the more the ultimate reality of the kingdom of heaven comes into view. 
The next time you gaze up into the night sky, and see the stars winking at 
you from far away galaxies. Take a moment, pause, and consider, God has 
removed all time and distance. The quantum kingdom is here, now, in this 
present moment. 
 
1 Hebrews 1:3 
2 John 14:9 
3 John 14:10-11 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Calling Anglicans into Action!  

It is hard to believe we are in the last month of 2017! It has been quite a year with 
almost daily occurrences of violence and division featured in the news.  As our cul-
ture increasingly celebrates and embraces death, it feels, more than ever, like we are 
being besieged on every side.  I do not know about you, but I need more than en-
couraging sentiment.  I want to do something about all this, to see the Church fulfill 
its purpose as the voice of the voiceless, the unborn, the elderly, and the vulnerable.   

The deepest desire of my heart is to see God’s people equipped and prepared for life 
ministry.  And Anglicans for Life will be holding not one but two events to help you 
and your church do just that!  We are excited to share that AFL will be hosting the 
3rd annual Summit: Mobilizing the Church for Life on January 18th, 2018 in Falls Church, VA.  Additionally, with 
the Lord’s provision and support from the dioceses, we are also hosting our first West Coast event, Life Symposi-
um: Equipping the Church for Life on January 26th, 2018 in San Francisco, CA.   

The vision of both events is the same.  As we have seen in Scripture, God instructs us to protect and value Life.  
And I want to see Anglicans taking action in their churches and communities to fulfill this command!  To help with 
this, Summit 2018 and the Life Symposium will seek to motivate life-ministry and will feature keynote speakers, 
workshops, and networking opportunities to provide both inspiration and practical action ideas.  After both events, 
there will be an Anglican prayer service the following morning, after which we will join with hundreds of thousands 
of life-affirming people at the March for Life in DC or the Walk for Life in San Francisco. 

In addition to yourself, I would encourage you to invite a friend and to share this invitation with others, especially if 
God has put it on your heart to start a life-affirming ministry. As with any calling, God intends us to act in and rely 
on community for support and prayer. Seeking partnership within your congregation can create a unique and neces-
sary dynamic for ministry! 

As well as serving a God who loves Life, we are grateful to work with priests, pastors, lay people, and churches in 
the ACNA, whose very statutes affirm the sacredness of Life.  According to Title II, Canon 8, “God, and not man, is the 
creator of human life…. therefore, from conception to natural death all members and Clergy are called to protect and respect the sanctity of 
every human life.” 

I am personally inviting you to come to our events, not because abortion and assisted suicide are important “hot-
topic” issues and not to bemoan the state of our culture, but because my hope is that the words of this canon will be 
more than just a theological position.  I want people who come to these events to be filled with a passion for Life 
and have a sense of how God is calling them to act.  2017 has been a year of violence and division but I pray 2018 
will bring unity and partnership for the sake of the Gospel of Life. May these events prepare churches and individu-
als to protect, honor, and celebrate the gift of life given to us by our Creator and to mobilize the Anglican Church to 
action! 

To learn more about our events and to register, please visit our website.  Additional information about each event is 
listed on the next page. 

In Christ, 

Deacon Georgette Forney 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Summit 2018 (January 18-19, 2018): Held in Falls Church, VA, followed by the March for Life in Washington, 
D.C. Please visit our website for details about our speakers and registration information (www.anglicansforlife.org/
summit-2018). 

Life Symposium (January 26-27, 2018): In conjunction with the Walk for Life in San Francisco, California. Addi-

tional information can be found on our website (www.anglicansforlife.org/symposium-2018).  

(Continued from page 6) 
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https://goo.gl/forms/Ivmy1Nv111O7Pd4G2 
 

 

Pricing: 

$85.00 per night for a shared room, for 2 nights & 6 meals 
(=$170/person).  

$160 per night for married couples, for a total of $320 for 2 
night & 6 meals. 

A limited number of private rooms are available on a case by 
case basis for $110.00 per night, for 2 nights & 6 meals 
(=$220/person). 

Day Use/RV Use = $75 for the weekend. 

https://goo.gl/forms/Ivmy1Nv111O7Pd4G2
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

December 2017 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly by 
The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration any-
time; Contributions must be received by the 20th of 
the month for possible inclusion in the newsletter in 
the following month.  
 

Please send these to sandfrogers@mediacombb.net 
and cc: melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 
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